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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
           
Sarah Stickney Ellis was by no means alone when, in 1845, she declared the importance of the family 
to the construction of an English national identity: “There is an honest pride which every true heart 
has a right to feel, and England’s pride should be in the inviolable sanctity of her household 
hearths.” Ellis is, here, participating in the Victorian period’s unprecedentedly forceful campaign to 
celebrate the virtues of domesticity—a campaign that was used to shape and contain the rapidly-
growing middle class (especially middle-class women), to fend off the imagined threat of non-
heteronormative sexualities, and to justify the voracious Imperialist project of bending all the world’s 
will to the whims and demands of so-called “Mother England.” The Victorian obsession with happy 
homemaking had a significant impact on the literary production of the period, yet the kinds of 
domestic tales that the writers of the era chose to tell were often deeply dysfunctional and/or 
nonconformist in nature. In this course, we will examine contrasting representations of family units 
in a wide range of Victorian texts, and will consider the relationship between those representations 
and the broader sexual, racial, and class politics of the 19th-century British Empire. 
 
This class will be conducted primarily asynchronously, though I will hold weekly (optional) Zoom 
check-in calls for anyone who would like there to be a synchronous component as well. Each week, 
I will assign three different types of reading: a short excerpt from some kind of nonfiction text 
(autobiography, letter, essay, speech, etc.), a poem, and some kind of fictional text (either part of a 
novel or a short story). By Thursday evening of each week, I will post on a class YouTube channel 
three separate short videos that will introduce and contextualize each of the following week’s 
readings and suggest some specific things for you to think about and questions for you to consider 
as you read them. The rest of our interactions will be conducted through writing: annotations, 
discussion boards, written assignments, and emails. My goal is to make this class feel as intellectually 
stimulating and socially interactive as possible while still providing the flexibility and accessibility that 
will allow everyone to get as much out of the class as they can in the midst of these stressful, 
strenuous, pandemic times. 
 
BOOK LIST (all other readings will be posted on Perusall – Course Code: GILBERT-YCYD8) 
          
Emily Brontë, Wuthering Heights (Oxford World Classics):  ISBN 9780199541898 
Charles Dickens, Hard Times (Oxford World Classics):  ISBN 9780199536276 
Andrea Levy, The Long Song (Picador):  ISBN 9780312571146 
 
GRADE BREAKDOWN 
 
Weekly responses: 35% (10% for nonfiction, 10% for poetry, 15% for fiction) 
Short assignments: 20% (10% for assignment #1, 10% for assignment #2) 
Article explication: 20% (10% for recorded group discussion, 10% for individual paper) 
Signature assignment: 25% (5% for proposal, 20% for full draft) 
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Weekly responses: Just over a third of your grade in this class will come from your ongoing written 
responses to the texts we are reading together. All nonfiction excerpts and poems will be available 
through our Perusall course page, and the way you will respond to them is by annotating the text 
and responding to your classmates’ annotations (a handout will be provided to describe this process 
in more detail). Your nonfiction and poetry annotations will be due each week by Mon. at 11:59 pm. 
When it comes to your fiction readings, meanwhile, you will be put into discussion groups of four or 
five people and will have to engage in a discussion with your groupmates about each week’s assigned 
novel or short stories via our Canvas discussion board (a more detailed handout on this process will 
also be provided). Your fiction responses will be due each week by Wed. at 11:59 pm. All responses 
will be tallied, scored, and remarked upon primarily by our class’s teaching assistant, but please know 
that I will be reading them all carefully and with great interest as well, and will address as many of 
the issues raised in them as I can during our (optional) weekly Zoom check-ins. 
 
Short assignments: You will have to turn in two short papers—2 pages each, double-spaced—over 
the course of the semester, one of which will be due on Monday, 10/12 and one on Monday, 11/9. 
(You will not have to do Monday annotations on Perusall those weeks, fyi.) There will be three 
assignment options for you to choose from, and you may turn in the two options that you choose in 
any order. Detailed descriptions of the three assignment options will be forthcoming. 
 
Article explications: Each of the discussion groups will be assigned one scholarly article to read 
over the course of the semester, which they will be responsible for explicating (i.e., summarizing and 
explaining in detail) for the rest of the class. It will be up to the group to decide how to break the 
article up into four or five sections or big ideas, and who will be responsible for explicating which 
piece. At 10:30 am on the Thursday before the subject of the article is read by the rest of the class, 
all members of the group will join me for a Zoom call that I will record, in which each member will 
give a brief (2-3 minute) talk going over their section or big idea. The recorded discussion will then 
be posted on our course YouTube channel, and will serve as the short contextualization video for 
the nonfiction, poetry, or fictional text that the article in question is discussing. Each member of the 
group will also be responsible for writing a 2-page (double-spaced) paper, on their own, that 
explicates the article as a whole; this paper will be due two weeks after the Zoom recording date.  
 
Signature assignment: Because this is a 2000-level class, UNT policy mandates that it culminate 
with a “signature assignment,” i.e., a final paper in which you will respond to a specific prompt 
devised by the English department to show that you have met certain “Core objective” goals. You 
will submit a paper proposal for feedback before you start writing (worth a separate 5%), and I will 
give lots of detailed instructions and pointers to help you do your best on this assignment as we go. 
 
Weekly Zoom check-ins: Though your attendance at these check-ins will not be required or affect 
your grade, there will be a full-class Zoom call every Thursday at 9:30 am, at which time we can 
discuss in a more conversational, spontaneous way the questions, concerns, and ideas that have been 
coming up in the week’s written responses to the material. I anticipate these calls going on for about 
45 minutes to an hour, but that can be shortened or lengthened depending on student interest. 
 
Zoom office hours: If you have questions or concerns you would like to discuss with me one-on-
one, I will be holding virtual office hours at 10:00 am on Tuesday mornings. You are also, of course, 
welcome to email me at any time with questions or concerns and I will always try to reply within 24 
hours (except on weekends, when I will be checking email less regularly). Communication is key in 
online learning, so please do get in touch if any issues arise, and please check your UNT email often! 
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OTHER COURSE POLICIES/RESOURCES 
 
Class discussion protocols and expectations: In this class we will be dealing on a regular basis 
with issues related to race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, class, disability, religion, and other categories 
of social and personal identification. While there will certainly be room for multiple perspectives and 
opinions in our verbal and written discussions of the course materials, what there will be no room 
for is racism, sexism, classism, ableism, homophobia, transphobia, xenophobia, religious intolerance, 
or any other form of bigotry or hate speech, and I will actively work to foster a virtual classroom 
environment that is welcoming and respectful to all. Another type of respect that it’s important for 
all of us to think about as we work together online is that of respecting each other’s right to privacy. 
I will not be recording any of our Zoom check-ins for this reason (or requiring anyone to have their 
video cameras turned on), and as part of our class contract you must agree to abstain from recording 
or taking screenshots of our Zoom calls, Perusall annotations, and Canvas discussion board threads. 

Academic Integrity Policy: Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences. According to UNT 
Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in 
behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, 
forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of 
academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University. 

Students with disabilities: UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a 
student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion 
regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any time; however, 
ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid 
any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for 
every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For 
additional information see the ODA website (https://disability.unt.edu/). 
 
Sexual assault prevention: UNT is committed to providing a safe learning environment free of all 
forms of sexual misconduct, including sexual harassment sexual assault, domestic violence, dating 
violence, and stalking. Federal laws (Title IX and the Violence Against Women Act) and UNT 
policies prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex, and therefore prohibit sexual misconduct. If you 
or someone you know is experiencing sexual harassment, relationship violence, stalking, and/or 
sexual assault, there are campus resources available to provide support and assistance. UNT’s 
Survivor Advocates can assist a student who has been impacted by violence by filing protective 
orders, completing crime victim’s compensation applications, contacting professors for absences 
related to an assault, working with housing to facilitate a room change where appropriate, and 
connecting students to other resources available both on and off campus. The Survivor Advocates 
can be reached at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of Students Office at 940-565- 
2648. Additionally, alleged sexual misconduct can be non-confidentially reported to the Title IX 
Coordinator at oeo@unt.edu or at (940) 565 2759. 
 
Links to other helpful student support services:  
Student Health and Wellness Center    Counseling and Testing Services 
UNT Care Team     UNT Psychiatric Services 
UIT Student Help Desk site    Canvas Technical Help 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
Workflow reminders: 
• Submit all annotations to nonfiction and poetry texts via Perusall by Mon. @ 11:59 pm each week 
• Submit all responses to fiction texts on Canvas discussion board by Wed. @ 11:59 pm each week 
• Zoom office hours will be Tue. @ 10 am; Zoom class check-ins will be Thu. @ 9:30 am each week 
• Short video introductions to the following week’s texts will be available by Thu. evening each week 
on YouTube (watch the video before you do the reading) 
 
Week 1:  (8/24 – 8/27) 
 
• Take “Getting to Know You Survey” (located in Quizzes section of Canvas) by Monday 
• Read over “Syllabus” and “Weekly Response Instructions” handouts on Canvas by Tuesday 
• Watch “The One Where I Go Over the Syllabus” and “The Victorian Family: An Introduction” on 
YouTube by Wednesday  
• Introductory Zoom call on Thursday @ 9:30 am – please make it to this one if you possibly can! 
 
Week 2:  (8/28 – 9/3) 
 
Nonfiction: Queen Victoria, excerpts from private letters (1837-1870)  
Poetry: Robert Browning, “My Last Duchess” (1842)  
Fiction: Emily Brontë, Wuthering Heights (1847) – read from beginning to Vol. I, Ch. XI 
 
Week 3:  (9/4 – 9/10)  
 
Nonfiction: Sarah Stickney Ellis, from The Women of England (1839)  
Poetry: Alfred Lord Tennyson, “Locksley Hall” (1842)  
Fiction: Wuthering Heights – read from Vol. I, Ch. XII to Vol. II, Ch. VII 
 
Week 4:  (9/11 – 9/17) 
 
Nonfiction: Henry Mayhew, from London Labour and the London Poor (1851)  
Poetry: Elizabeth Barrett Browning, “The Cry of the Children” (1843)  
Fiction: Wuthering Heights – read from Vol. II, Ch. VIII to end (plus Texts from Jane Eyre excerpts) 
 
[Model article explications posted on YouTube: Marilyn Walker, “Loci of Limitation and Liberation: 
Spatial Subjectivity in ‘The Runaway Slave of Pilgrim’s Point’” and Stephanie Farrar, “Maternity and 
Black Women’s Citizenship in Frances Watkins Harper’s Early Poetry and Late Prose”] 
 
Week 5:  (9/18 – 9/24) 
 
Nonfiction: Mary Prince, from The History of Mary Prince (1831)  
Poetry:  Elizabeth Barrett Browning, “The Runaway Slave at Pilgrim’s Point” (1847) 

Frances E. W. Harper, “The Slave Mother” (1854)  
Fiction: Andrea Levy, The Long Song (2010) – read from Foreword to Ch. 12   
 
[Group 1 records article explication of Mary Poovey’s “Covered but Not Bound: Caroline Norton 
and the 1857 Matrimonial Causes Act” on 9/24] 
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Week 6:  (9/25 – 10/1) 
  
Nonfiction: Caroline Norton, from “A Letter to the Queen” (1855) 
Poetry: Dante Gabriel Rossetti, “My Sister’s Sleep” (1848)  
Fiction: The Long Song – read from Ch. 13 to Ch. 25 
 
[Group 2 records article explication of Tan-Feng Chang’s “Creolizing the White Woman’s Burden: 
Mary Seacole Playing ‘Mother’ at the Colonial Crossroads Between Panama and Crimea” on 10/1] 
 
Week 7:  (10/2 – 10/8)  
 
Nonfiction: Mary Seacole, from The Wonderful Adventures of Mrs. Seacole in Many Lands (1857)  
Poetry: Coventry Patmore, from “The Angel in the House” (1854)  
Fiction: The Long Song – read from Ch. 26 to Afterword 
 
Week 8:  (10/9 – 10/15) 
 
Submit assignment #1 by 11:59 pm on Monday, 10/12 (no Perusall annotations this week) 
Fiction: Elizabeth Gaskell, “The Old Nurse’s Story” (1852)  
Fiction: Wilkie Collins, “The Family Secret” (1859) 
 
[Group 3 records article explication of Janet Galligani-Casey’s “The Potential of Sisterhood: 
Christina Rossetti’s Goblin Market” on 10/15] 
 
Week 9:  (10/16 – 10/22) 
 
Nonfiction: Isabella Beeton, from Mrs. Beeton’s Book of Household Management (1861) 
Poetry: Christina Rossetti, “Goblin Market” (1862)  
Fiction: Charles Dickens, Hard Times (1854) – read “Book the First: Sowing” (Ch. I – Ch. XVI) 
 
[Group 4 records article explication of Elisabeth Gruner’s “Born and Made: Sisters, Brothers, and 
the Deceased Wife’s Sister Bill” on 10/22] 
 
Week 10:  (10/23 – 10/29) 
 
Nonfiction: Benjamin Disraeli, from “Conservative and Liberal Principles” (1872)  
Poetry: George Eliot, “Brother and Sister” (1874)  
Fiction: Hard Times – read “Book the Second: Reaping” (Ch. I – Ch. XII) 
 
[Group 5 records article explication of Michael Hollington’s “Dickens’s Hard Times: The Father as 
Tragic Clown” on 10/29] 
 
Week 11:  (10/30 – 11/5)  [Remember to VOTE on 11/3!] 
 
Nonfiction: T. N. Mukharji, from “A Visit to Europe” (1887)  
Poetry:  Toru Dutt, “Our Casuarina Tree” (1882)  
Fiction: Hard Times – read “Book the Third: Garnering” (Ch. I – Ch. IX)  
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Week 12:  (11/6 – 11/12) 
 
Submit assignment #2 by 11:59 pm on Monday, 11/9 (no Perusall annotations this week) 
Fiction:  Rudyard Kipling, “Without Benefit of Clergy” (1890)  
Fiction: Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, “The Adventure of the Speckled Band” (1892) 
 
[Group 6 records article explication of Laura Franey’s “Terror and Liberation on the Railway in 
Women’s Short Stories of 1894” on 11/12] 
 
Week 13:  (11/13 – 11/19)  
 
Nonfiction: Oscar Wilde, from “De Profundis” (1897)  
Poetry: Michael Field, “Maids, not to you my mind doth change,” “A girl,” “Unbosoming,”  

“It was deep April, and the morn” (1893) 
Fiction: Margaret Oliphant, “A Story of a Wedding Tour”/George Egerton, “Virgin Soil” (1894)  
 
[Group 7 records article explication of Lee Behlman’s “Loving ‘Stranger-Wise’: Augusta Webster’s 
Mother and Daughter and Nineteenth-Century Poetry on Motherhood” on 11/19]  
 
Week 14:  (11/20 – 11/26) 
 
Submit signature assignment proposal by 11:59 pm on Monday, 11/23 
 
No Zoom check-in this week – Happy Thanksgiving 
 
Week 15:  (11/27 – 12/3) 
 
Nonfiction: Mona Caird, from “Does Marriage Hinder a Woman’s Self-Development?” (1899)  
Poetry: Augusta Webster, “Mother & Daughter: An Uncompleted Ballad Sequence” (1895)  
Fiction: Cornelia Sorabji, “Love and Death” and “Urmi: The Story of a Queen” (1901)  
 
Final Zoom check-in & goodbye on 12/3 – please attend if you can! 
 
Submit signature assignment by 11:59 pm on Monday, 12/7  
 
 
 


